
 

 

What a mixed bag of weather we had to start the month. The 

sunshine is always welcome but high temperatures followed by a 

big drop can affect natural ecosystems. In the heat, plants may 

bloom earlier and insects may emerge sooner. A sudden cooling 

down can cause the plants and insects to die leaving birds and 

other pollinators without food sources. Unfortunately, this 

unpredictable pattern of weather is becoming more common as 

we suffer the effects of climate change. 

 

Biodiversity in SNCP – an update 

In January’s newsletter, we highlighted the importance of 

gathering and submitting data for biodiversity monitoring in our  

nature reserve. This year’s butterfly transect season officially 

started on 1st April, however, we were encouraged to walk a 

transect at the end of March as some hibernators began to 

emerge earlier in the warm weather. This Peacock butterfly 

obligingly posed for us on the path as the sun was beaming 

down. Last year’s data showed a great improvement from 2024 

on butterfly numbers nationally so let’s hope this 

year will continue that upward trend. 

Clifford Davy, the mycologist we commission to collect fungi data, 

completed his spring fungi survey on 1st April.  A total of 153 

species have now been recorded including 6 new species.  

A new addition to our biodiversity monitoring is gathering data on 

moss and liverwort in SNCP. Becky Vicars ran our first Moss Walk 

in February which she advertised on Eventbrite. It was a fascinating 

discovery of pleurocarps (carpet forming mosses), acrocarps 

(cushion forming mosses) and liverworts. Becky’s survey totalled 24 

mosses and 4 liverworts. 

Jonathan Tolhurst continues to update his own database of ‘Every Living Thing in 

SNCP’. The list from the animal, plant and fungi kingdoms, including the data above, 

is nearing an amazing 900! The link to this fascinating insight into the wealth of 

nature on our doorstep can now be found on the front page of our website. 
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Hedges 

If your walk around SNCP takes you along this beautiful path 

which runs alongside La Motes meadow, you may have 

noticed a few more dead hedges. Dead hedges, as the name 

suggests, are unlike living hedges, the latter having been 

planted using trees such as blackthorn and hawthorn. Over 

the last few years, volunteers have spent many conservation 

workdays along this path laying the blackthorn into a living 

hedge which provides a spectacular display of white blossom 

in late winter/early spring. The flowers and soft vegetation 

are a vital food source for invertebrates, birds and mammals 

as well as providing shelter and a safe corridor for these 

creatures to move around the nature reserve. As well as being an important wildlife 

habitat, the hedges in SNCP act as barriers to protect sensitive habitats such as 

around the lake and here in La Motes meadow.  A sensitive habitat is one where 

wildlife, including nesting birds, need protection from unwanted visitors. As beautiful 

as living hedges are, they take time to grow and sometimes, temporary measures 

are needed to fill gaps. This is where dead hedges come into their own.  They may 

not produce berries and flowers but they still provide a safe haven for wildlife and are 

a sustainable way of using the cuttings from coppiced 

wood and branches. In the future, the gaps in the 

hedge along this path will be planted with hedgerow 

trees but, until then, it is hoped that the dead hedges 

will provide a visible reminder that the meadow behind 

is exclusively for our feathered friends….. and, on that 

note, here’s our next update! 

 

Our Feathered Friends 

With no sustained cold spell of weather on the Continent, the numbers of our winter 

visitors to the lake, notably Tufted Duck, Shoveller and Black-Headed Gull did not 

reach the numbers of recent years although Redwings and Fieldfares were present 

in small flocks in the woodland and scrub.  Up to 8 Teal could be seen regularly on 

the shallow lake margins, where they preferred to feed, until rainfall raised the water 

levels.  Encouragingly, Cetti’s Warblers were heard frequently in several locations 

holding out the prospect of more breeding pairs this spring while beautiful Grey 

Wagtails were often spotted near the Harrington Road entrance.  In late winter, a 

large flock of Siskins, along with Goldcrests and Tits, was a feature of the alders 

around the lake and a male Pochard was a daily presence with the resident 

Mallards.  He's still there.  Summer visitors are already trickling in, including Barn 

Swallow, Willow Warbler, Blackcap, Whitethroat and Reed Warbler with the last 3 

expected to breed in good numbers.  These added to the growing volume of song 
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from Wrens, Chiffchaff and Song Thrush. Last, but definitely not least, a pair of 

Kestrels looks set to breed in the box which they used successfully last year. 

 

Words from the Warden, Ian Glover. 

Update on the SNCP beaver proposal: 

The public consultation regarding the potential introduction of beavers to South 

Norwood Country Park has concluded, with survey respondents 

being overwhelmingly supportive.  817 people completed the 

survey, of which 90% were strongly supportive, 6% were 

somewhat supportive, 2% were somewhat opposed and 2% 

strongly opposed.  In addition to the survey, the consultation 

included four engagement events, consisting of an in-person talk 

at Ashburton Hall, two guided walks around SNCP and a webinar, 

all of which were well attended and provided opportunities for 

Citizen Zoo and myself to present this proposal to Croydon 

residents and hear their thoughts, answer their questions and 

address their concerns.  It has been wonderful to see the level of 

enthusiasm and engagement survey respondents and event 

attendees have for this proposal and I want to take this 

opportunity to thank everyone who attended one of the events or 

completed the survey.   

I would like to stress that this proposal is still at a relatively early stage and that no 

final decision has been taken.  Alongside my colleagues in Croydon Council and our 

partners Citizen Zoo, we are currently commissioning the independent expert 

assessment of the site’s habitats and putting together a bid for external funding.  If 

both stages yield favourable outcomes, we will then be able to apply to Natural 

England for a license to release a family of beavers into SNCP.  If this proposal is 

successful, the earliest we can reasonably expect to introduce beavers into SNCP is 

2028.  We will keep you updated as this proposal continues to develop.    

Coppicing and Tree Planting: 

Coppicing is an ancient woodland management practice that dates back to the 

Neolithic period.  It involves cutting trees down to their stumps, known as stools, over 

the winter to promote new growth.  The area of woodland coppiced is called a coupe, 

from the French couper meaning ‘to cut’.  The regrowth from each stool will consist 

of multiple stems, called rods, that grow fast and straight.  Humans have exploited 

this to provide sustainable crops of predictable timber for uses such as fuel, wattle 

and weaved panels, fencing and tool handles.  Woodlands would be coppiced on 

cycles of varying length depending on the species and intended use, typically 

between 7 to 20 years.  While the industrial revolution brought about the decline in 

traditional coppicing, in recent decades it has seen something of a revival, in part 

due to its ecological value.   
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Coppicing provides significant benefits to habitats and wildlife.  Because the coupes 

are cut on rotation, the practice diversifies habitats because each coupe will be at a 

different stage of regrowth.  Recently coppiced areas allow more sunlight to reach 

the ground, allowing wildflowers and other plants to flourish.  This helps 

invertebrates, which in turn helps the animals, such as birds and bats, that predate 

upon them.  As the trees regrow with their multiple stems they provide dense cover 

for small birds and other animals.         

In SNCP, coppicing Willow and Blackthorn forms the bulk of the volunteers’ winter 

work.  Coppicing the Willow is a part of how we manage the habitats around the 

lake.  The Willow around the lake is divided into four compartments or coupes, one 

of which is cut each winter on rotation.  As mentioned above in the general 

description of coppicing, this provides a diverse structure to the Willow and 

vegetation around the lake; in particular, this style of management prevents the 

Willow from overshadowing the marginal plants and reeds.                 

Like the Willow, Blackthorn in SNCP is coppiced by volunteers on a four-year cycle.  

This is to maintain a specific habitat for the Brown Hairstreak, a butterfly species that 

has undergone substantial decline in Britain due to changing land management 

practices.   The Brown Hairstreak lays its eggs on young Blackthorn shoots, the 

leaves of which are its larval foodplant.  By coppicing the Blackthorn on a short cycle 

(Butterfly Conservation recommends between three and five years) we maintain an 

abundance of young shoots, ensuring this elusive and beautiful butterfly can 

continue to thrive in SNCP.     

Last winter, the Friends of South Norwood Country Park, with 

the assistance of a team of corporate volunteers, planted two 

coppice coupes in Rylands Field, one consisting of Hazel 

saplings and the other Hornbeam saplings.  This project will 

continue over the next few years: we will plant additional 

coupes each winter until the trees in the first coupes are 

ready to be coppiced.  At that point we will start a coppice 

cycle which, in addition to creating new habitats within SNCP 

and providing the ecological benefits mentioned above, will 

also provide a sustainable source of material for fencing, 

hedge laying and other coppice crafts.       

 

Wildlife and nature walks 

We continue to put on a full programme of walks with a few new ones. Look out for 

details of our first ever Insect Safari on 31st May and there are still a few places 

available on our ever popular (despite the 5am start) Dawn Chorus Walk on 10th 

May. Our spring Fungi Foray took place on 12th April with the next one in the 

autumn.  
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A reminder that our conservation workdays, led by Ian, take 

place on the second and fourth Saturday mornings of the month 

and weekly morning/afternoon Tuesdays. If you would like to 

join in with one of our workdays and learn more about the 

importance of conservation, please email us on 

friendsofsncp@gmail.com  

For more information about SNCP and detailed workday 

reports, please visit our website www.friendsofsncp.org.uk.  Our 

warden, Ian Glover, can be contacted on 

Ian.Glover@croydon.gov.uk. 
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